


The practice of applying one standardized teaching method to all students is being applied in public schools around the country. Each student is an individual and while a certain approach will work for some children, many will not thrive with that approach. My daughter started in a public school classroom. She did not always understand the material, and she was far too shy to speak out. How do you make sure your child is getting a personalized education? The best option I have found is to home school. It allows families to teach whatever they want, on their own schedule, in order to suit their lifestyles and their child's needs.


Home schooling, however, is not for every child and definitely not for every family. While every parent is a teacher for their child (walking, eating with a spoon, potty training), it takes a special dedication and patience to teach a child their academics as well. While it can be done with a two-income household, it is more difficult than it would be if one parent stayed at home with the child(ren). Having a stay-at-home parent is just not financially feasible for most families in America today. Once a parent does make the decision to home school, you decide what your school's style is. There are classical home schoolers, and unschoolers. I am a classical home schooler. My daughter prefers predictable routines and clear lesson plans, so the classical style is what works for her. Some of her peers are being "unschooled." The closest thing to a definition of unschooling would be: trusting a child's natural curiosity to teach them what they need to know. Whatever your child is interested in following up on, they learn more about it. As the teacher/parent, you would be responsible for exposing your child to new subjects and providing the resources for their learning. Example: While reading a Superman comic, a child becomes curious about gravity. The parent provides reading materials on gravity and Newton, ideas or supplies for science experiments, and maybe a trip to a science museum. For another example: While baking, a child wishes to do more with fractions. Again, the parent helps the child follow his or her curiosity. 


Despite my initial worries, the home schooling experience has been wonderful for us. I was afraid I would not be able to teach her up to the state standards. I worried that she would become overly dependent and socially backward. I was worried that it would hurt her chances of going to college. That is not the case at all. 


Surprisingly, keeping her home has even helped her become more independent and responsible. Instead of being led around and given tasks all day at school, she is now an active participant in her education. She can help pick out study topics, field trips or art projects. She is responsible for planning her day and completing her work. In addition, instead of looking to her peers for approval and recognition she looks to her family. Her relationships with her siblings and us have improved astoundingly. Six months ago, you could not have her and her brother in the same room for ten minutes without an argument. Now those two can happily play for an hour or more. 


Will keeping a child out of school hurt them socially? Nearly all of the home schooled children I met are creative, well-read, polite, tolerant and caring. They have many friends and very close relationships with their families. On the home school get-togethers, children of varied ages and backgrounds all play together and even help to look after the littlest ones. I have not seen any bullies or cliques. I have not seen any of the children exclude their siblings from play. On the elementary playground, there are nearly always bullies and cliques. Many parents worry about the effect of classmate rejection or bullying on their children. Home schooling does not always eliminate those problems, but at least you are often there with your child when they arise.


Despite dire warnings that my daughter would be unable to fend for herself in "the real world" if we did not send her to school, she has a better chance than traditional students do. A recent study from the University of Michigan� examined 53 formerly home schooled adults. The researchers found that none were in any way socially disadvantaged. In fact, they are all productive members of society, and most are self-employed. According to J. Gary Knowles, University Of Michigan assistant professor of education, "That so many of those surveyed were self-employed supports the contention that home schooling tends to enhance a person's self-reliance and independence."


	I wondered, "How will a home schooled child ever get into a good college?" The following are some of the National Center for Home Education’s recommended admission policies:


Home school graduates seeking admission to college should take one of the two major college entrance exams, the SAT or ACT.


A bibliography of high school literature and an essay written by the student are two admission criteria for accurately evaluating a student's exposure and thinking skills.


Extra-curricular activities and interviews are two additional ways to focus on overall student proficiency and leadership qualities.


Home schooled children tend to have a more well-rounded education and more real-life application of their knowledge. Extra-curricular activities and work samples will easily show their capabilities. They also tend to have good study skills and self-discipline.


	Our approach to teaching our daughter would not necessarily work for any other child. Therefore, there is no reason to assume that the method used in her public school classroom would work for all twenty children in that room. At home with her family or out in the world with us experiencing nature and culture, she’ll have a rich, full childhood. A childhood that will help her become a caring, responsible, resourceful adult. She is thriving, and that’s what it is really all about. 











Beverly Miller – Stay-at-home parent in Davis. When her daughter asked to be home schooled, she did her research and jumped in. She has been home schooling for 1 year.





� Moitozo, Steve. "Children Educated at Home Don't Become Social Misfits.”March 19, 2003. http://www.athomeinamerica.com/Article_4YearStudy.mv (Friday, March 3, 2005).





 





 





 





 





 





 














